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SWAN CITY YOUTH SERVICE 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.10 pm]: I rise to say a few 
words about the Swan City Youth Service in Midland and a very positive decision recently made by the Minister 
for Transport. Members of the East Metropolitan Region certainly know that this not-for-profit organisation has 
provided a really important service for young people at risk aged between, generally, 10 and 24, over many 
years. It provides these young people with significant support to deal with a range of issues including drug and 
alcohol abuse as well as providing a safe place for them to learn and socialise in, in a positive way.  

Last year, I met with representatives of the service and the City of Swan, including the mayor, Councillor 
Charlie Zannino, and the chief executive officer of the City of Swan, Mike Foley. They were seeking my support 
for their quest to gain a permanent home for the youth service. They also met with a number of other members 
from the East Metropolitan Region. Like those other members, I was very pleased to add my support as a local 
member and, at that time, as the Minister for Youth, by making representations to the relevant ministers. The city 
and the service were considering a couple of different options, and I am very pleased to say that there has been a 
happy ending. I was also really pleased to be a part of the announcement last week. 

An area of vacant land owned by the Department of Transport was identified at the rear of the vehicle 
examination centre on the corner of Victoria Street and Padbury Terrace in Midland. It is centrally located and in 
close proximity to public transport. With the approval of the Minister for Transport, Hon Troy Buswell, the 
government has agreed to excise land worth more than $900 000 effectively free of charge and place it under the 
management of the City of Swan. By doing this, the City of Swan and the youth service can now direct all their 
services and resources to building a new youth facility on the site, which is absolutely fantastic and, I have to 
say, without that support I think the service’s future would certainly not have been secure. 

The great thing about this decision and the decision taken by the city and the service is that it will not be just a 
youth facility. For all intents and purposes, it is envisaged that it will become a one-stop shop for a range of 
services. In fact, it presents a real opportunity for various service providers across a range of areas, including 
mental health and primary health, to work in conjunction with the Swan City Youth Service for the benefit of 
many young people throughout the East Metropolitan Region. The Minister for Mental Health, a fellow member 
from the East Metropolitan Region, Hon Helen Morton, have been very supportive of this approach. 

I will conclude by saying that I believe that this is a fantastic outcome. The Swan City Youth Service is to be 
commended for the really important and valuable work it does for the community and for the young people in 
the East Metropolitan Region. Minister Buswell and his department are also to be commended for making such a 
positive decision for our region, and for making the vision of a one-stop shop youth facility a reality. 
 


